Research Speaks at the Art Institute of Chicago 2026

Executive Summary

UChicagoGRAD trained 12 PhD students and postdocs to share their research with broader
audiences at Research Speaks at the Art Institute of Chicago on February 5, 2026. Using the
museum’s collections as inspiration, presenters discussed their research with tour groups of
students, faculty, staff, and alumni. UChicagoGRAD partnered with 6 development offices across
campus to bring the event to graduate alumni, who appreciated the opportunity to reconnect
with UChicago’s academic culture. The evening concluded with an alumni reception.

BY THE NUMBERS

195 Unique Attendees
28 Presentations Given

12 PhD Student & Postdoc Presenters
6 Divisions Represented

6 Tour Groups

SELECT PRESENTATION TOPICS WHAT PRESENTERS SAY

“It was such a pleasure to participate and work
with you and your colleagues at UChicagoGRAD.

Molecular Engineering PhD student You made a big challenge feel calm, manageable
. . Will Burke selected Festival in and even joyful.” - Presenter (Anthropology)

Montmartre by Gino Severini for

his talk, titled The Trapped “It was a really great time, both for me as a

Electron: A Merry-Go Round of presenter and for my guests as audience

Light members. They had many positive things to say!”
N - Presenter (Integrative Biology)

“Thanks for organizing such a wonderful event!
I'll definitely recommend it to other grad
students next year.” - Presenter (English)

Cinema and Media Studies and East

’“’ Asian Languages and Civilizations WHAT ATTENDEES SAY

dual PhD student Hang Wu

selected Pillow with Ducks in a Lily “This was a terrific event. Very creative

Pond in her talk, titled Pillow programming and well-organized. | would gladly
Dreams: The Object and Art of participate again!” - Alumni Attendee

Time Travel in China

"The event was really well done. What an
interesting and unique idea - and the people /
chatted with loved it, too. | hope there are more
in the future!” - Staff Attendee
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