MYCHOICE Science Policy Trek

Executive Summary

myCHOICE at UChicagoGRAD brought 8 PhD students and postdocs to Washington,
D.C., for 3 days of tours, panels, networking sessions, and alumni receptions, allowing
the trainees to connect with 70+ professionals.

BY THE NUMBERS PARTICIPANTS BY DIVISION
8 Trainees Participants Division Count
8 Unique Site Visits Biological Science Division 6
37 Alumni Engaged Pritzker School of Molecular Engineering 1
36 Industry Connections Social Sciences Division 1

WHAT TRAINEES SAY

100% of trainees were “Very Satisfied” with the overall trek experience

“The trek allowed me to not only understand individuals’ responsibilities, but also how they got
there. | now have a better understanding of where to look for careers in science policy, and part
of that is having good relationships with people.” - PhD Student, Neurobiology

“l appreciated the honesty we received from folks on the hill regarding hiring and job security as
well as the mindset of pushing forward through these struggles, working to improve policy even
when it’s unpopular.” - PhD Student, Human Genetics

“l am grateful to have had the opportunity to participate in this trek and to meet everyone
involved! | gained more confidence in talking about my work with others and sharing its
importance to policy and real-world impact. | feel more certain about my decision to pursue a
career in education policy.” - PhD Student, Psychology

“I got a good feel for 1) the skills it takes to be good at science policy, 2) the variety of paths

people have taken to get into their current roles, and 3) the different aspects of the jobs based
on whether they are within the government or external. “- PhD Student, Molecular Engineering
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WHAT HOSTS & ALUMNI SAY ALUMNI ENGAGED BY DIVISION
“Thank you for inviting me to participate!

It was a pleasure to attend the reception Division Unique Contacts
and converse with the trek participants.

The myCHOICE program was just getting BSD 25

off the ground when | was finishing my

PhD, and [ am thrilled that the program PSD 3

has continued to flourish. | would be very
happy to continue participating in

! Oth 9
myCHOICE programming!” er

Total 37

“Thank you for your visit. We truly
enjoyed it!

“Thanks for the invite! It was fun meeting SELECT ALUMNI POSITIONS

the trainees!
Assistant Director, Federal Strategy at

“My colleagues and | enjoyed meeting Johns Hopkins > Science Press

you all and were glad to support the Secretary, Smithsonian Institute >

career exploration of the University of Senior Investigator, NIH > Senior

Chicago PhD candidates and postdocs.” Professional Staff Member, U.S. Senate
> Space Policy Analyst, Congressional

“lLoved having an opportunity to host Research Service > Research Staff

and can’t wait to see where folks end up! Member, IDA > Associate Policy

Consultant, Booz Allen
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